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B86
Fischer,Robert James
Sherwin,James T

USA−ch New York 1957
[Hicks,E]

 1.e4 Bobby Fischer's favorite opening move.
Opening with a center pawn. Controlling e4 and
d5, and developing the bishop and queen. c5
The Sicilian Defense.  One of the two sharpest
moves against 1. e4. This is also only one of
two moves that prevents white from getting a
pawn center with 2.d4 2.Nf3 Develops a piece∆.
knights before bishops, controls two center
squares (e5 and d4),  gets white c loser to
castling and attacks a pawn! The best move on
the board! d6 Completely normal in the Sicilian.
Takes control of the e5 square so that black can
play Nf6 without being pushed on by the white e
pawn and develops the light squared bishop.

 3.d4 The most aggressive and common move
here in the sicilian. Challenges the center and
opens lines for the bishop and queen. cxd4
The best move. 4.Nxd4 Of course better than
tak ing wi th  the queen.  Now the kn ight  is
aggressively placed. Black can kick the knight
with 4. ...e5, but then black will be stuck with a
backwards d pawn. Nf6 Developing a piece
with a threat and controlling the center. 5.Nc3
Developing a piece, controlling the center, and
defending the e4 pawn. a6 Common in the
Sicilian. Takes possession of the b5 square
(white has three different pieces eyeballing that
square),  prepares a possible pawn storm
starting with b5, and enables black to play Nc6
w i t h o u t  t h e  a n n o y i n g  B b 5  p i n . 6.Bc4
Developing the bishop, controlling the center
square d5, biting down on the weak square f7,
and preparing white for castling. Remember the
best opening moves achieve multiple objectives!

 e6 Takes the pressure off of Alfred.  Puts
important counter pressure on the square d5,
and makes a square for  the dark squared
bishop.  7.0−0 Castle often castle early. b5
Usually it is not a good idea to do pawn moves
in the opening, but remember, the rule is pawn
moves with no purpose. 7. ...b5 attack the

bishop and forces an answer, and prepares an
attack on the queen side. 8.Bb3 The most
aggressive choice. Play like a tiger whenever
possible.  b4 A sharp move that attacks the
knight that protects a center pawn. Fischer will
have to move the knight to a worse square, and
when he does, black will be able to take the
pawn.  9.Nb1 An akward move, but Fischer had
no bet ter . Bd7 Black should have taken the e
pawn...an important center pawn. Why didn't he
take it? He was probably afraid of opening the
e−file with his king still in the center...but taking
the pawn is probably more than playable.

 10.Be3 Still daring black to take the pawn! Nc6
What a chicken. 11.f3 Fischer now takes the
o f f e r  a w a y . Be7 Developing a piece and
preparing to castle. A wise intention. 12.c3
Fischer wants to develop his knight to its most
potent square...c3.  To facilitate this, he offers a
pawn trade. bxc3 Accepting the trade. 13.Nxc6
A n  i n−b e t w e e n  m o v e . Bxc6  14.Nxc3
Now all of Fischer's minor pieces have been
developed to powerful squares. Now to finish
his development he must position his major
p ieces. . . that  is  h is  rooks and queen. 0−0
Castling is a good idea. 15.Rc1 Developing the
rook to its most effective position...on the open
file.  Qb8? Black would have been better off
w i th  more  normal  moves l i ke   15.  . . .Rc8
challenging the open file, or 15. ...d5 breaking
apart white's powerful pawn structure. 16.Nd5
T a k e s  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  q u e e n ' s  b a d
posit ioning. exd5  17.Rxc6  dxe4  18.fxe4
Notice when white recaptures he opens the f file.
Now both of white's rooks are activated and
applying pressure. Qb5 Trying to get his queen
into play while attacking the rook on c6. 19.Rb6
D e f e n d i n g  t h e  r o o k  w i t h  T E M P O . Qe5
Seems like a good square...centralized queen...
attacking the e4 pawn...but black will not stay
there long. 20.Bd4 Asking the enemy queen to
leave. Do you see why black can not play 20.
Qxe4? Do not play forward until you see why.

 Qg5 If black would have played 20.Qxe4, he
would have been SKEWERED with Rc1. 21.Qf3
Transplanting the queen to a more aggressive
position.  Nd7 Offering the f7 pawn but with
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some mild complications. Fischer could safely
take the pawn but decides to keep improving his
positon.  22.Rb7 Claiming the 7th FILE with
TEMPO.  Ne5 Centralizing the knight and
attacking the queen. A TEMPO gaining move.

 23.Qe2 Retreating. Fischer does not find it
worth it to trade his dark squared bishop for the
knight. Bishops in most positions are worth a
little more than knights. Bf6 Backing up the
knight, and moving his bishop away from the
pressure of white's powerful b7 rook. 24.Kh1
Taking t ime to  look af ter  h is  k ing safety .
Because the f apwn has been pushed, the king
was vulnerable along the f1−a6 diagonal. a5
Black wants to develop his a−Rook but cannot
because whi te  pressures the a pawn.  To
remedy this, black does a slow pawn move.
Sometimes a bad posit ion welcomes weak
moves.  25.Bd5 Dominating the center and
threatening adiscovered attack on the a8 rook.

 Rac8 Finally one of black's rooks is able to get
in a good positon. Now black owns the c−file,
t h e  o n l y  o p e n  f i l e  i n  t h e  g a m e ! 26.Bc3
Blocking the file and attacking the a pawn. a4
Poor little guy running towards the fire. 27.Ra7
Force winning the a pawn. Ng4  28.Rxa4
White gobbles the pawn. Notice that Fischer
now has two passers on the queenside. This is
enough to win with. Bxc3 Black can win a pawn
of his own. . .but  wi th a t remendous pr ice!

 29.bxc3  Rxc3  30.Rxf7!! A brilliant back rank
attack! Notice that if black plays 30. ....Rxf7, he
wi l l  be  mated  shor t ly  w i th  31 .  Ra8! Rc1+
Oh no! Has Fischer forgot about his own back
rank?  31.Qf1!! If white would have played the
disovered check, block check, 31. Rf1+. He
would have lost. Look at the variation by clicking
on the right...but it is tricky! [ 31.Rf1+  Kh8

 32.Ra8  Rxa8  33.g3  Rxf1+  34.Qxf1  Rc8
And Fischer is losing big t ime.]  31...h5
M a k i n g  a n  e s c a p e  s q u a r e . [ 31...Rxf1+

 32.Rxf1+  Qxd5  33.Rxf8+  Kxf8  34.exd5
And Fischer has an easy win.]  32.Qxc1
Grabbing the free rook. The fruit for Fischer's
labors.  Qh4 A desperate mate try...but it is
black's best chance. 33.Rxf8+ If KxR it is mate
in 3. Do you see it? If not click the variation to

t h e  r i g h t . Kh7  [ 33...Kxf8  34.Qc8+  Ke7
 35.Ra7+  Kf6  36.Qf5# ] 34.h3 Black was hoping
Fischer would forget about the mate threat...no
such luck. Qg3  35.hxg4 Another free piece for
Fischer!  h4  36.Be6 Diagram

XABCDEFGHY
8-+-+-tR-+({
7+-+-+-zpk'
6-+-zpL+-+&
5+-+-+-+-%
4R+-+P+Pzp$
3+-+-+-wq-#
2P+-+-+P+"
1+-wQ-+-+K!
xabcdefghy

And black resigns since Fischer has enough
mater ia l  to  win.  (Ha Ha)  Anyway Fischer
announced forced mate in 7.
1−0


